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This depiction of Timuca Indians worshipping the stone column set up
by Jean Ribault when he came to Florida in 1562 is an engraving made by
Theodore de Bry from a painting by the French cartographer, Jacques Le
Moyne de Morgues. Presumably it is on or near the St. Johns River, the
area encompassed by the present city of Jacksonville which is celebrating
its sesquicentennial. Le Moyne accompanied René de Laudonnière to Florida
in 1564. Years later, after his return to Europe, he painted scenes and
episodes of Florida as he remembered them.
De Bry purchased the paintings from Le Moyne’s widow, and he, his two
sons, and G. Veen engraved and published them in 1591. It was believed
that all the Le Moyne paintings had disappeared, but in 1901 one of them
(the one used for this engraving) was found in the chateau of the Comtesse
de Canay near Paris. Laudonnière, attired in a crimson, yellow, and blue
costume, is on the right and next to him is Athore, son of Saturiba
(Saturioua). A reproduction of the stone colum with the French royal arms
affixed is on a bluff overlooking the St. Johns at the Fort Caroline National
Memorial in Jacksonville.
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